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Effects of Perceived Parenting Behaviors on Emotional
Behavioral Problems in Adolescents: Considered with the
Moderating Effects of Peer Attachment

Myo-yeon Huh, Jeung Ok

Department of Counseling Psychology, Seoul Cyber University, Seoul, Korea

Background: This study aimed to examine the effects of perceived parenting behaviors on emotional behavioral
problems in adolescents and the moderating effects of peer attachment.

Methods: A total of 1919 middle school students (males 968, females 951) were selected from the first and sec-
ond data sets of the Korea Child and Youth Panel Survey (KCYPS). The t-test, Pearson correlation analysis and
multiple regression analysis were conducted using SPSS/WIN 18.0.

Results: Of the parenting behaviors, high monitoring, affection, and reasoning were associated with lower emo-
tional behavioral problems of their adolescent offsprings, whereas inconsistency, intrusiveness, and over-ex-
pectations were associated with higher emotional behavioral problems. The moderating effects of peer attach-
ment on the relationship between parenting behaviors and emotional behavioral problems were different ac-
cording to the gender of the adolescent. In males, the moderating effects of peer attachment were significant
between reasoning and attention problems and between affection and aggression. However, in females, they
were significant when parental monitoring, inconsistency, and reasoning affected attention problems.
Conclusions: Peer attachment plays an important role in the aggressive behaviors of male adolescents. This
finding should be considered in preventing violence in schools.
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics and gender differences of parenting behaviors, peer attachment and emotional behavioral

problems
Variables Total (N=1919) Male (N=968) Female (N=951) .
mean SD mean SD mean SD

Parenting behavior
Monitoring 3.15 0.65 3.12 0.67 3.18 0.63 -2.20°
Affection 3.00 0.65 3.03 0.64 2.98 0.66 -1.94
Inconsistency 233 0.68 2.40 0.67 2.26 0.68 455
Over-expectation 2.62 0.66 272 0.64 251 0.66 6.96"
Intrusiveness 241 0.63 2.52 0.61 229 0.62 7.84°
Reasoning 2.82 0.66 2.88 0.66 2.76 0.66 3.80°

Peer attachment 2.96 0.49 2.90 0.51 3.02 0.46 5.13°

Emotional behavioral problems
Attention problem 2.39 0.53 241 0.54 237 0.52 1.46
Aggression 2.13 0.57 211 0.57 2.16 0.57 -1.92
Somatic symptom 2.03 0.62 1.98 0.60 2.08 0.64 -3.60°
Social inhibition 224 0.69 223 0.70 225 0.69 -0.60
Depression 1.94 0.61 1.85 0.60 2.02 0.62 -6.05°

Abbreviation: SD, standard deviation.

*P<0.05.
®P<0.001.

Table 2. Moderating effects of peer attachment between parenting behaviors and emotional behavioral problems in male

adolescents®
Attention problem Aggression

Step 1 Step 2 Step 1 Step 2
Predictors B (B) B (B) Predictors B (B) B (B)
Reasoning (A) -0.04 (-0.05) -0.95 (-0.06) Affection (A) -0.10° (-0.11) -0.11° (-0.12)
Peer Attachment (B) -0.10° (-0.10) -0.10" (-0.10) Peer Attachment (B) -0.04 (-0.04) -0.05 (-0.04)
A*B -0.09° (-0.07) A*B -0.11* (-0.09)
R’ 0.01 0.02 R’ 0.02 0.02
aR? 0.01° 0.01° sR? 0.00 0.01°
F 6.89° 6.25 F 7.39° 7.26
Assessed by stepwise multiple regression analyses.
®p<0.01.
¢P<0.05.
4P<0.001.

Table 3. Moderating effects
adolescents®

of peer attachment between parenting behaviors and emotional behavioral problems in female

Attention Problem

Step 1 Step 2 Step 1 Step 2 Step 1 Step 2

Predictor B (B) B (B) Predictor B (B) B (B) Predictor B (B) B (B)
Monitoring (A) -0.17° (-0.20) -0.17" (-0.20) Inconsisitency (A) 0.10° (.13)  0.09° (0.07)  Affection (A) -0.09° (-.11) -0.08° (-.11)
Peer -0.09% (-0.08) -0.09¢ (0.08) Peer -0.14° (-.12) -0.13° (-0.11) Peer -0.13° (-.11) -0.14" (-.12)
Attachment (B) Attachment (B) Attachment (B)
A*B -0.10% (-0.06) A*B 0.10% (.07) A*B -0.14° (-.10)
R’ 0.06 0.061 R’ 0.04 0.041 R’ 0.03 0.04
R? 0.01¢ 0.001¢ sR? 0.01° 0.001¢ sR? 0.01° 0.01°
F 28.56" 20.14° F 17.37° 13.04° F 15.34" 13.16°
Assessed by stepwise multiple regression analyses.
®P<0.001.
"P<0.01.
P<0.05.
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Figure 1. Moderating effect of peer attachment between
reasoning and attention problem in male adolescents
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Figure 2. Moderating effect of peer attachment between
affection and aggression in male adolescents
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Figure 3. Moderating effect of peer attachment between
monitoring and attention problem in female adolescents
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Figure 4. Moderating effect of peer attachment between
Inconsistency and attention problem in female adolescents
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Figure 5. Moderating effect of peer attachment between
reasoning and attention problem in female adolescents
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