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U.S. Preventive Services Task Force
(USPSTF)

= First convened by the U.S. Public Health Service in 1984

= Sponsored by the AHRQ since 1998

= Independent panel of private-sector experts in prevention
and primary care.

= Conducts rigorous, impartial assessments of the
scientific evidence for the effectiveness of clinical

preventive services, including screening, counseling, and
preventive medications.

= lts reccommendations are considered the "gold standard"
for clinical preventive services.

USPSTF: Mission

= To assess the benefits & harms of preventive services in
people asymptomatic for the target condition, based on
age, gender, and risk factors for disease.

® To make recommendations about which preventive
services should be incorporated routinely into primary
care practice.

= To identify a research agenda for clinical preventive care.

USPSTF: Members

= Qualification for nomination:
= Knowledge & experience in the critical evaluation of research
and in the methods of evidence review

= Understanding & experience in the application of synthesized
evidence to clinical decision-making

= Expertise in disease prevention & health promotion

= Ability to work collaboratively with peers

= Clinical expertise in the primary care, expertise in counseling
& behavioral interventions for primary care patients.

= Other expertise; medical decision making, clinical
epidemiology, behavioral medicine, health economics

USPSTF: Members

= Comprises primary care clinicians
= Currently 16 members
= IM, FM, behavioral medicine, Ped, OBGY & nursing.
® Individual members' interests include:
= decision modeling and evaluation
= effectiveness in clinical preventive medicine
= clinical epidemiology
= prevention of high-risk behaviors in adolescents & geriatrics
= prevention of disability in the elderly
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USPSTF: Process

= Makes its recommendations on the basis of explicit
criteria.
= Recommendations are intended for use in the primary
care setting.
= Process;
= Reviews the evidence,

= Estimates the magnitude of benefits and harms for each
preventive service,

= Reaches consensus about the net benefit for each preventive
service,

= [ssues a recommendation.
= Grades the strength of the evidence from A, B, C, D, or I.

Canadian Task Force on Preventive
Health Care (CTFPHC)

= 1976 CTF on PHE BME.

= 197948 H Canadian Medical Association Journal
O NIE™Me= MHE oIYN™S UM

= 1994'A The Canadian Guide to Clinical Preventive
Health Care'E =M.
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UK National Screening Committee
(NSO)
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http://www.ahrg.gov/clinic/uspstfix.htm

http://www.ctfphc.org/
http://www.nsc.hhs.uk
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